rest must now follow suit: we really do not
have much time left if we are to secure the
White-headed Duck’s future.
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The Iceland Gull complex in Greenland

McGowan & Kitchener (2001), in their his-
torical and taxonomic review of the Iceland
Gull Larus glaucoides complex, suggested
that the form Remlieni is a hybrid popula-
tion between the subspecies glaucoides and
thayeri, a hypothesis which 1 find very con-
vincing. 1 should like to supplement their
review with some recent and mainly unpub-
lished information from Greenland, where all
three subspecies occur.

The common and widespread large gull in
low-arctic Greenland is glaitcoides, breeding
colonially along the coasts as far north as
74°N in west Greenland and 66"N in cast
Greenland. It may, however, breed even
farther north in west Greenland, since 1 saw
a pair feeding newly fledged young in the
Thule district (77°N) in 1995.

Ten years ago, kumlieni was considered a
rare vagrant to Greenland, mainly in winter,
with only nine published records (Boert-
mann 1994). These included a rather strange
breeding record, involving a chick captured
in west Greenland, and held in captivity in
Austria, which showed Rumlieni wingtip
markings when it attained adult plumage
(Goethe 1980). A recent increase in observa-
tions at Nuuk, west Greenland (64°N),
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however, has revealed that kumlieni occurs
regularly throughout the winter, from mid-
August to early May, in small numbers (up to
1% of the number of glaucoides present).
Farther north still, in the Disko Bay area
(GY9°N), in late April 19906, I saw at least ten
different adult kumilieni among thousands of
glaucoides attracted to a fish factory. These
ten showed a marked variation in wingtip
melanism (ranging from one dark grey outer-
primary vane to almost black markings on
the upper side), as well as in iris colour
(ranging from pale to dark, and not corre-
lated with wingtip melanism).

During the summer, on the other hand,
although 1 have observed tens of thousands
of Iceland Gulls since 1974, in almost all
parts of west Greenland, I have seen only
one kumlieni, in the Thule district in 1998,
In the summer of 2001, however, a kumlieni
was found brooding in a colony of glau-
coides and Kittiwakes Rissa tridactyla near
Nuuk (M. Kviesgaard & L. Witting in [itt.);
unfortunately, its mate was not seen.

The westernmost form, fhayeri, bred in
small numbers in the Thule district, in north-
ernmost west Greenland, in the 1920s and
1930s (Salomonsen 1950). In recent vears,
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many ornithologists have worked in this
area, but have never reported thayeri,
although 1 have urged them to look for this
particular taxon. The only published records
of thayeri from this district in recent years
are of a small number of individuals seen in
early autumn 1987 at Thule Air Base, and a
few adults which I saw at the same site in
1994 and 1995. Outwith the Thule district,
thayeri has been recorded a few times in
spring and summer in the central and
northern parts of west Greenland (Boert-
mann & Mosbech 1999).

All in all, therefore, glaucoides is the
widespread and common subspecies of the
Iceland Gull in low-arctic Greenland. The
intermediate form, kumlieni, scems to be
increasing as a winter visitor (although this
could also be explained, at least in part, by

David Boertmann

an increase in ornithological activity during
the same period), but only two breeding
records are known. The form thayeri has
probably disappeared from Greenland as a
breeding bird. but occurs as a spring and
summer vagrant.
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A further comment on House Crows

In his recent letter, Bill Bourne graphically
defined the threat associated with the spread
of House Crows Corvus splendens (Brit.
Birds 94: 291). Having monitored this
species’ range expansion (which has been
mainly ship-assisted) since the mid 1980s, 1
can confirm that it has attained pest status
virtually everywhere where a population has
become established, as a predator of native
bird species, a crop-raider, a potential public-
health risk, and a general nuisance. As a con-
scquence, control/eradication programmes
have been or are being initiated in many
areas. A sobering fact is that, to my knowledge,
only one of these campaigns can really be con-
sidered to have been successful; this is in the
Seychelles, where the small breeding popula-
tion seems to have been eradicated, although
there may still be some stragglers. On the
other hand, the “shoot-on-sight” policy adopted
in Australia has proved very successful in pre-
venting House Crows from becoming estab-
lished there, despite numerous arrivals during
the twentieth century on board ships from the
Indian Subcontinent.

The House Crow's spread has been sum-

Dy Colin Ryall

marised in the British Ornithologists’ Club
Bulletin (Bull. BOC 114: 90-100; 115: 185-
187), with an update shortly to be sub-
mitted. According to my records, the species
has so far established breeding populations
in about 20 countries outside its native
range, while solitary individuals have turned
up in about ten others.

With regard to the population in the
Netherlands, I would tentatively recommend
a precautionary approach, with the aim of
eradication while this is still possible. The
most likely scenario is, however, that the
House Crows will remain a local attraction to
birdwatchers. If the Dutch population does
expand, it seems probable that nothing will
be done until it is too late to take any effec-
tive action without great difficulty. Having
been labelled ‘crowist’ a few years ago by the
editor of a leading wildlife magazine, [ am
reluctant to make other than guarded state-
ments on this topic.

Incidentally, splendens is, in fact, a rather
appropriate name for the species, since it
refers to its shiny plumage, and not to its
behaviour.

Centre for Envirommental Management, Farnborough College, Boundary Road, Farnborough

GU14 65B

548

British Birds 94:546-548, November 2001




