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The Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus has recently
been recorded in the Western Palearctic for the
first time (Pineau et al. 2001), while its regular
occurrence elsewhere in the North Atlantic
region is now clearly proven, ¢g in Senegal, the
Gambia, Mexico and Louisiana & Texas, USA.
There have also been sightings in Maryland and
Indiana in the United States — at about the same
latitude as Lisbon, Portugal - although the
North American records are currently still
being assessed by the ABA and AOU.

In 1980 and 1983, isolated breeding was
recorded at Saloum delta, northern Senegal
(Dupuy 1984, Erard et al. 1984). Also, immature
gulls considered to be of this species were
recorded from Ngor Island, off Senegal, on 14th
October 1995 (three) and 6th October 1996
(Marr et al. 1998). Hybridisation with American
Herring Gull L. (argentatus) smithsonianus occurs
in Louisiana (Dittman & Cardiff 1998), while
Pineau et al. (2001) reported attempted hybridis-
ation with Yellow-legged Gull L. michahellis.

Kelp Gull breeds along the coasts of all
southern continents. There have been few
detailed studies on geographical variation
within the species, but Higgins & Davies (1996)
suggest that latitudinal and longitudinal ana-
lyses of measurements might reveal clines.
Brooke & Cooper (1979) recognised the race
vetula from South Africa (also known as Cape
Gull) on the basis of larger size and dark iris of
breeding adults, while Chu (1998) found vetula
to be quite distinct from dominicanus. However,
birds from South America, particularly in Chile,
commonly show dark eyes, and birds from
Antarctica are also particularly large.

Only the Antarctic populations are truly
migratory. These birds leave their breeding
grounds in winter and disperse to the north,
although they can winter only as far north as
the edge of the pack ice (Parmelee 1992). Ringed
Antarctic birds have been recovered in South
America, but only from the extreme south (all
south of Rio Gallegos in Patagonia and Tierra
del Fuego). Studies of subantarctic populations
(on the Crozet archipelago and South Georgia)
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suggest that they are resident, while birds in
Australiaand New Zealand undergo only short
distance movements away from the breeding
grounds in winter (at most 600km; Higgins &
Davies 1996).

In Africa, the race vetula is a regular winter
visitor to well north of the tropics on both the
Atlantic and Indian Ocean coasts. Areas north
of Namibia (where the birds are common
breeders on the mainland and offshore islands),
Angola, Gabon and the Gulf of Guinea are not
regularly watched and the species could be
easily overlooked there. IS has seen Kelp Gull in
Angola both times he has been there, and as far
north as Lobito. On the Indian Ocean coast, the
species is regular at Maputo, Mozambique,
fairly regular at Bazaruto Island, and has been
recorded in Beira. The Kelp Gull recorded at
Malindi, Kenya, in 1984 was almost certainly L.
d. vetula (D.A. Turner pers. comm.). At least six
Kelp Gulls thought to be of the Antarctic form
dominicanus have been seen in South Africa (P.
Ryan in lit.)

Vagrant Kelp Gulls in West Africa and the
Western Palearctic could have their origins in
southern Africa, but vagrants in North America
more likely originate in South America. The
Middle East is another potential area of
vagrancy for Kelp Gull.

This article on the identification of Kelp Gull
is based on extensive field studies throughout
the species’ range - on Crozet, Kerguelen,
Heard, Marion and Prince Edward Islands,
New Zealand, Antarctica, Falkland Islands and
South Georgia, South America, southem Africa
and Madagascar - as well as on the examination
of specimens at the MNHN in Paris and Tring
museum. Descriptions of differences between
populations studied are given and offered as a
starting point for determining patterns of geo-
graphic variation in greater detail.

The taxonomic treatment adopted in this
paper aims to be taxon specific, except that, for
more clarity in the following descriptions, both
L. d. dominicanus and L. d. vetula (Cape Gull)
have been maintained under the name Kelp













































