
Restricted moult in second
calendar-year Baltic Gull
On 25 June 2005, a r inged second calendar-year Bal t ic
Cu ll Larus fuscus fuscus was oresent at the
Erasmusgracht ,  Arnsterdam, Noord-Hol land,  the Nether-
lands (52:22 N, 04:50 E).  The bi rd was colour-r inged
(red CRK4) as a nest l ing at  Pietarsaar i ,  Vaasa,  Fin land
(63:38 N, 22:30 E),  in the core of  the breeding range of
Ba l t i c  Cu l l .  Ba l t i c  Cu l l  has  a  tu rbu len t  h i s to ry  on  the
Dutch l is t .  Hoogendoorn & van Scheepen (1998) ana-
lyzed the recover ies of  rnetal - r inged bi rds f rom Finland
and Sweden and concluded that  none of  the seven
records met the standards íor acceptance. Subsequently,
these records Írom 1930-78 were rejected (Wiegant et
a l  1998) .  Fo l l ow ing  the  dec is ion  o f  the  CDNA on ly  to
accept r inged bi rds of  proven provenance (van Dui jven-
di jk  2004),  another n ine previously accepted records
from 1992-2OOO were recent ly  removed f rom the l is t
(van der Vl iet  et  a l  2004).  l f  accepted,  CRK4 therefore
wi l l  represent only the fourth record for  the Nether lands
(cf  van der Vl iet  et  a l  2005).  A f i f th colour-r inqed bi rd
from Finland has not  yet  been submit ted to thè CDNA
(Risto luvaste & Mart in Brandsma in l i t t ) .  Table 1 sum-
marizes the recover ies of  r inged Bal t ic  Cul ls  of
proven provenance in the Nether lands.  Hereaf ter ,  I  f
fuscus is referred to as íuscus and the western Lesser
Black-backed Cul l  taxa L f  grael ls i iand t  í  in termedius
as graellsi i and intermedius, respectively.

STRUCTURE Smal l  and s lender bui l t  second calendar-year
Lesser Black-backed Cul l  sensu lato,  notably when direct ly
comoared to local  Lesser Black-backed Gul ls .
HEAD Densely streaked, especia l ly  around eye,  towards
crown and on hindneck
UPPERPARTS & WINC Mant le and scapular  region wi th mix-
ture of worn brown-grey and fresh plain slate grey feathers.
Brown-grey feathers non-juvenile, with obvior-rs dark shaft or
centre and pale edges worn off. Fresh mantle-feathers adult-

l i ke  bu t  dark  g rey ,  no t  b lack ish .  Upper  lesser  and grea ter  cov-
er ts  b rown and worn  ( juven i le  fea thers ) .  Innermost  g rea ter  and
inner  mec l ian  cover ts  b rown-grey  non- juven i le  fea thers  w i th
dark shaft and pale t ip worn ofí.  Outer median and lower lesser
cover ts  p la in  s la te -grey ;  in  r igh t  w ing  some f resher  fea thers  a lso
in  inner  med ian  cover t  t rac t .  Upper  th ree  te r t ia ls  in  le f t  w ing
dark  b rown w i th  b road wh i te  t ip ,  lower  th ree  re ta ined pa le r
brown fea thers .  In  r igh t  w ing ,  upper  te r t ia l  rn iss ing ,  nex t  two
renewed and lower feathers juveni le. Several greater coverts in
r igh t  w ing  darnaged . . rnd  expos ing  juven i le  secondar ies .  A l l
v is ib le  re in iges  re ta ined juven i le  fea thers .
UNDERPARTS Throat  and be l l y  wh i te  bu t  b reas t  and espec ia l -
l v  Í lank  ra ther  dense ly  b lo tched.
TAIL  A l l  rec t r i ces  juven i le ,  w i th  worn  brown t ips .
BARE PARTS B i l l  dark  bu t  pa le r  a t  base and a t  t ip .  Eye dark  bu t
i r i s  dark  b rown,  no t  b lack .  Leg grey ish  p ink .
VOICE No ca l l s  heard .
BEHAVIOUR Main ly  res t ing  and s leep ing  in  g roup o f  c  150
Lesser  B lack-backed Cu l ls  and European Her r ing  Cu l ls  I  a r -
g,entatus.
MOULT F i rs t  comple te  mou l t  jus t  s ta r ted :  inner  two or  th ree
pr imar ies  had been dropped.  Ac t ive  mou l t  in  w ing-cover ts ,  te r -
t i a l s  a n d  s c a p u l a r s .

F i rs t -w in te r  fuscus  usua l ly  undergoes  an  ex tens ive

m o u l t  a t  t h e  w i n t e r i n g  g r o u n d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s c a p u l a r s ,

w ing-cover ts ,  rec t r i ces  and most  o r  a l l  remiges .  Sub-

sequent ly ,  many o f  the  second ca lendar -year  b i rds

observed in  Europe the  nex t  summer  a l ready  look  surp-

r i s i n g l y  a d u l t - l i k e  ( J o n s s o n  1 9 9 8 ,  C r u b e r  1 9 9 9 ,  R a u s t e

1 9 9 9 ,  C i b b i n s  2 0 0 4 ,  p l a t e  2 1 9  a n d  2 2 1  i n  K o s k i n e n  &

Rauste 2006).  Moul t  in the winter  quarters is  typical ly
much more restr ic ted in the western taxa.  In spr ing,
second calendar-year graellsii and intermedius return
with renewed scapulars and wing-coverts.  Observa-
tions of ringed birds indicate that many intermedius
and some grael ls i i  a lso renew some or a l l  rectr ices in
their  f i rs t  winter  (Cibbins 2004, Lui jendi jk  et  a l  in
prep).

Lesser Black-backed Cul ls  of  proven western or ig in
that  have replaced pr imar ies in their  f i rs t  winter  have

TABLE 1  Recover ies  in  the  Nether lands  o f  Ba l t i c  Cu l ls  Larus fuscus  fuscusco lour - r inqed as  nes t l ines  in  F in land.

R inged:  Hauho,  Háme,  F in land (61 .27N 24.61E) ,  1  lu ly  2OO4
White CfMs* Observed: Zeedijk, Westkapelle, Zeeland, Netherlands (51:53

Ringed:  Luop io ,  Hàme,  F in land (61 :34  N,  24 :71  E\ ,  29  June N,  03 :43  E) ,  16  October  2004 (c f  Dutch  B i rd ing  27 :76 ,  p la te
1  998 94 ,2005) .

White C364
R i n g e d :  K e r i m á k i ,  M i k k e l i ,  F i n l a n d  ( 6 1 : 9 1  N ,  2 9 : 3 9  E ) ,  7  J u l y
1  9 9 5
Cbserved:  Nor th  Sea beach,  Paa l  6 ,  V l ie land,  Fr ies land,
Nether lands  (52 :42  N,  04 :57  E) ,  18  December  2001
Elapsed t ime:  s ix  years ,  f i ve  months ,  12  days ;  d is tance:  1733
KM

Observed:  Bruns t ingerp las ,  Be i len ,  Drenthe ,  Nether lands
(52:87  N,  O6:52  E) ,  20  Apr í l  2OO2
Elapsed t ime:  th ree  years ,  n ine  months ,  21  days ;  d is tance:
1443 km
* Not yet submitted to CDNA

white CogK
R i n g e d :  S a v o n l i n n a ,  M i k k e l i ,  F i n l a n d  ( 6 2 . 1 4 N  2 8 . 5 0 E ) ,  1 2  ) u l y
1996

Observed:  Nor th  Sea beach,  l Jmuiden,  Noord-Ho l land,
Nether lands  (52 :42  N,  04 :57  E) ,20  September  2002 (Cot taar

200s)
Elapsed t ime: s ix years,  two months,  n ine days;  d istance:  1782
km

White CXVA

Elapsed t ime:  th ree  months ,  16  days ; .d is tance:  1686 km

Red CRK4*
Ringed:  P ie ta rsaar i ,  Vaasa,  F in land (63 :63  N,  22 :50  E) ,  10  Ju ly
2004
Observed: Erasmusgracht, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland,
Nether lands  (52 :38  N,  04 :83  E) ,  25  June 2005
Elapsed t ime:  11  months ,  

. l  
5  days ;  d is tance:  1620 km

*  Under  cons idera t ion  by  CDNA
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Restricted moult in second calendar-year Baltic Cull

223 Balt ic Cull  /  Balt ische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus fuscus, second calendar-year, colour-r ing red CRK4, Amsterdam, Noord-
Holland, Netherlands, 25 June 2O05 (Ruud G M Altenburg). A densely streaked head is uncommon in second calendar-year /uscus
in spring. Small  and slender bui l t  when compared with Lesser Black-backed Culls I  f  grael lsi i / ' intermedius' in background.224
Balt ic Cull /  Balt ische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus fuscus, second calendar-year, colour-r ing red CRK4, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland,
Netherlands, 25 June 2OO5 (Ruud C M Altenburg). Many greater coverts, lesser coverts in carpal edge (see also plate 225) and
lower three tert ials st i l l  juveni le. Juvenile rectr ices worn with brown t ips. 225 Balt ic Cull  /  Balt ische Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus
fuscus, second calendar-year, colour-r ing red CRK4, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, Netherlands,25 June 2005 (Ruud G M
Altenburg). Note brown juvenile remiges. Innermost primaries have been shed. 226 Lesser Black-backed Cull  /  Kleine
Mantelmeeuw Larus fuscus intermedius, second calendar-year, r ing NOS 4105943, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, Netherlands,
10 July 2O05 (Ruud G M Altenburg). Ringed as pul lus at Store Revl ingen, Rygge, Ostfold, Norway (59:24 N, 10:38 E). Note overal l

similari ty to CRK4, compared with which this Norwegian intermedius is more advanced in moult.

not yet been recorded. Any second calendar-year Lesser
Black-backed showing renewed primaries but no active
moult in spring should therefore be considered a candi-
date fuscus (Jonsson 1998, Cibbins 20O4, Altenburg
2006, Winters 2006). Birds such as CRK4 demonstrate
that the opposite is not true: a second calendar-year bird
showing very restricted moult is not necessarily oÍ west-
ern origin. Jonsson (1998) and Rauste (1999) have al-
ready discussed the problem oÍ identifying second
cafendar-year fuscus returning in spring with unmoulted
wings. In this issue of Dutch Birding, Koskinen & Rauste
(2006) summarize the moult scoÍes of 53 ringed second
calendar-year fuscus observed in Finland. Five or six of

these (about 10%) had returned to Europe with a moult
pattern comparable to CRK4 (plate Zt 7 in Koskinen &
Rauste 2006). Unlike CRK4, however, most of these
retarded birds had replaced at least some rectrices
(Hannu Koskinen & Visa Rauste in litt).

CRK4 matches the moult pattern outlinéd Íor graell-
sii and intermedius. Structurally and plumage-wise too,
it looks virtually identical to some intermedius (plate
4). Cibbins (2004) provided a similar case study of
nearly identical second calendar-year fuscus and inter-
medius. Comparable problems occur when separating
certain types of second calendar-year Heuglin's Gull
Larus heuglini írom graellsii or intermedius in spring
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(Cibbins 2004, Visa Rauste in l i t t ) .  Without  a r ing to
prove i ts  or ig in,  i t  therefore may be extremely d i Í f icul t
or  even impossib le to posi t ively ident i fy  an out-of-
range second calendar-year western Lesser Black-back-
e d  C u l l .

Else Aasland and Morten Helberg of  the Norwegian
r inging of f ice provided the l i fe h istory of  NOS4105943.
Pe t te r i  Leh iko inen  and  Seppo  N i i ranen  o f  the  F inn ish
r inging of f ice and especia l ly  Risto Juvaste are thanked
for the l i fe h istory data of  CRK4 and the other Finnish
b i rds .
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the  same sub jec ts  a re  more  c lear ly  exp la ined in  chapter  four
' the diversity and plast ici ty oÍ birdsong' by Don Kroodsma).
The th i rd  chapter ,  ' l earn ing  to  s ing '  by  Henr ike  Hu l tsch  and
Dietmar Todt, is largely based on a huge body of Cerman
research  on  n igh t inga les  Lusc in ia ,  and makes fo r  a  fasc ina t ing
read.  Th is  chapter  inc ludes  much d iscuss ion  about  subsong
and plast ic song, with several dif íerent stages in the song deve-
lopment of Common Nightingale L megarhynchos, Song Thrush
Turdus philomelos and Swamp Sparrow Melospíza georgiana
i l lus t ra ted  n ice ly  on  one o f  the  accompany ing  CDs.  Chapter
f i ve  'b i rd  ca l l s :  a  cornucop ia  fo r  communica t ion '  i s  the  on ly
one devoted  to  ca l l s  ra ther  than songs .  l t  i s  a  s t imu la t ing  chap-
te r ,  and an  impor tan t  one fo r  b i rders  who wou ld  l i ke  to  under -
stand something about the great variety of messages communi-
ca ted  by  sounds ou ts ide  the  s ing ing  season.

Perhaps  the  most  fasc ina t ing  chapter  ío r  me was 'how b i rds
s ing  and why i t  mat te rs 'by  Roder ick  A  Suthers .  I  a l ready  knew
that  b i rds  have two voca l  o rgans  or  sy r inxes ,  one fo r  each lung,
but I  had no idea of the amazing ways that they co-ordinate the
use o f  these organs .  In  long,  seamless ly  r i s ing  or  fa l l ing  no tes  o Í
Northern Cardinal Cardinal is cardinal is, for example, the lower
parts of one and the same note are produced by the left  syrinx
and h igher  par ts  p roduced by  the  r igh t .  A  jo in  can on ly  be
heard in young birds that have not yet mastered the co-ordina-
t i o n .

The book is a val iant attempt to write for a broad public by
scientists more accustomed to writ ing (to most of us) somewhat
impenetrable scienti f ic papers. So háve they succeeded? With
vary ing  success ,  on  the  who le  lwou ld  say  yes :  the  mot iva ted
and cur ious  reader  w i l l  cer ta in ly  apprec ia te  th is  pub l i ca t ion .
I  go t  comple te ly  los t  on ly  once,  and tha t  was  in  the  chapter
'b ra ins  and b i rdsong 'by  Er ich  D Jarv is ,  par t l y  because i t  in t ro -
duced so many new terms, far removed from my experience oÍ
b i rd  sounds,  bu t  perhaps  a lso  because o f  a  sense o f  unease
about  the  in t rus ive  techn ioues  bv  wh ich  the  in fo rmat ion  was
obta ined.  Hav ing  sa id  tha t ,  ld id  learn  tha t  research  on  b i rd
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Recensies
Prrrn M,qnrrn & HnNs SrRsarKoonN 2004. Nature's music. The
science of birdsong. Elsevier Academic Press, 84 Theobald's
Road,  London WClX BRR,  UK;  webs i te  www.e lsev ie r .com.
504 pp ,  w i th  two aud io  CDs.  ISBN 0-12-473070-1 .  CBP 49.95
l E U R 7 4 . 9 5  I U S D  7 4 . 9 5 .

Nature's music gives an excel lent overview oÍ the state of the
art on birdsong research around i ts publ icat ion date, October
2004. ln the course oí 

. l  
4 dif ferent chapters, a total of 1B lead-

ing experts cover subjects ranging from how songs are learned
to  the  w i r ing  o í  a  songb i rd 's  b ra in .  In  add i t ion ,  these au thors
and more have provided a total of 48 'boxes' giving short
exp lanat ions  o f  a  var ie ty  o f  spec i í i c  sub jec ts .  Much o f  th is  i s
i l l us t ra ted  by  examples  on  two accompany ing  aud io  CDs,  as
well  as by sonagrams and a variety of other graphs and l ine
i l lustrat ions, so that very few pages are without an i l lustrat ion
of  some k ind .  A  cur ious  fea ture  is  the  inc lus ion  o f  some co lour
p la tes  w i th  por t ra i ts  o f  s ing ing  b i rds ;  these are  poor ly  p r in ted ,
and not posit ioned close to text about the species concerned,
so  th is  seems l i ke  someth ing  o f  a  th rowaway fea ture .

The 
'1  

B  au thors  a re  main lv  Eurooean and Nor th  Amer ican
(o f  the  ed i to rs ,  Mar le r  i s  a  Br i f  who has  based fo r  a  long t ime in
the  USA and S labbekoorn  is  based in  the  Nether lands) .  and th is
is ref lected to a large extent in the choice of examples, the
emphas is  chang ing  per  chapter  accord ing  to  who wro te  i t .
Some a t ten t ion  is  a lso  g iven to  non-Ho larc t i c  spec ies ,  espec ia l -
l y  i n ' s i n g i n g  i n  t h e  w i l d :  t h e  e c o l o g y  o í  b i r d s o n g ' b y  H a n s
Slabbekoorn ,  about  how song des ign  changes accord ing  to  the
soundscape. From the point oÍ view of a European birder, one
oí the  most  per t inent  chapters  i s  the  one on 'voca l  f igh t ing  and
f l i r t ing :  the  func t ions  o í  b i rdsong 'by  Sarah Co l l ins .  l l l us t ra ted
a lmost  en t i re ly  w i th  European examples ,  i t  exp lo res  the  con-
f l ict ing needs of singing to repel r ivals and to attract mates,
often at the same t ime. Although she gives a good overview oÍ
the  issues  invo lved,  Co l l ins  inc ludes  so  many caveats  tha t  I  am
not  sure  I  was  le Í t  w i th  a  much c learer  unders tand ing  (some o Í

1 6 4


